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To everything
there is a
season, and a
time for every
purpose under
heaven.
~ Ecclesiastes 3:1
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It is Easter and time for us to celebrate
the renewal of hope over despair, love
over hate, and life over death. It is a
time for renewal. Flowers, such as Glory
of the Snow, Daffodils and Crocuses are
lifting their colorful chalices in a toast to
the arrival of spring. And we, here at FCC, have additional
reason to celebrate with them.
You’ve been asking for a while now, “When will the
construction downstairs finally be finished?” With the exception of some minor
detail work, we will be ready to rededicate the kitchen and Keys Fellowship Hall
to the ministry and mission of the church on Sunday, April 22. On that day, we
will hold our Worship Service at 10:30, as usual. During worship we will have
the joy of welcoming yet more new members into our fellowship. Following
worship, at 11:30, we will gather for a ribbon-cutting ceremony in Keys
Fellowship Hall (located beneath the sanctuary).
At 11:45 lunch will be served. Terry and Paula Harbert, with the help of a
team of cooks, are hosting a meal in celebration of the completion of this project.
No one need bring anything, everyone is invited! We ask only that you please
RSVP in the church office or call 785-233-1786, so we can get some idea of how
much food to prepare. (For those with special needs, who are unfamiliar with the layout
of our church, there is an elevator that can take you to the lower level, and there is
a ramp leading into Keys Fellowship Hall.)
This will be a celebration of the completion of a construction project, to be sure,
but it will also be a celebration of the new mission opportunities these renewed
spaces will make possible. (Look forward to news about these in the near future!)
This will be a celebration of the generosity and gifts of all those who helped to
bring about this transformation of our facilities. Your vision and passion for
mission opportunities in these renewed spaces, your ideas about what these
spaces would need to help make these possible, your fundraising ideas and
initiatives, your generous financial contributions, and your encouragement
throughout – all have come together in what will undoubtedly prove to be a
welcome witness to our ministry of welcome.
BUT WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! In recognition of this, we will be
unveiling a glass plaque, with the names of our donors engraved on it. For this
reason, you will find on page 15 the list of names we have thus far. If you have
made a financial or other contribution but do not see your name on this list – or

do not see it in the form you would like it to appear on the plaque – PLEASE LET
US KNOW IMMEDIATELY. If you have not yet made a contribution but would like
to, please let us know that, too. We would like everyone to be included!
We have been blessed to have one of our own members, Ms. Nikki Mathis, agree
to take on this project, to work with the members of the kitchen committee, to help
develop their ideas and see them through to completion. Members of the ‘kitchen
committee’ included Shelly Carley, Michael Cox, Andy Green, Terry Harbert, Mike
Jones, Brian Laird, Robert Kennedy, Carolyn Johnson, Mary Mosher, Audrey Power,
Shannon Rees, and David Shivers. With the steadfast and supportive guidance of our
Moderator, Larry Parks, Nikki organized, coordinated, and oversaw all the phases of
this project and the people carrying them out. She has been both a meticulous project
manager and a joy to work with. We will be celebrating her, too.
Finally, we will join the Parish Life Ministry in honoring the memory of Laura
Carr who, in addition to being a beloved member of our body, was also a co-founder
of Parish Life Ministry’s Caring Chefs Program and its coordinator, nearly till the end
of her life. We will be honored to have Laura’s family with us for the celebration. Her
husband Neil, her children Meredith, Phillip, and Alex recognized the need for Keys
Fellowship Hall to be remodeled and generously offered the funds necessary to help
carry it out.
If you can celebrate with us, again please remember to RSVP. If you cannot be
with us in person, please celebrate with us in spirit, as will the many saints on whose
shoulders we stand, steadfast witnesses all to God’s love for the world and pillars of
our congregation’s continued witness to it. Join us on Sunday, April 22nd, for this
special celebration of the Easter season.
– Blessings, Pastor Tobias
First Congregational UCC
was honored to be a part of
a Good Friday service with
seven other local churches.
It was hosted by Pastor
Marcus Clark and Love
Fellowship Church. Pastor
Tobias, along with six of
his fellow speakers, gave a
great message leading us to
Easter Sunday!

MANY THANKS! Last month’s special offering was
One Great Hour of Sharing. Through your kindhearted
donations, we were able to give over $1000 to OGHS.
This month’s special offering is for TARC. Please
give generously.

Moments for Mission
Did you know? Doorstep is an organization in Topeka that helps over 5700
individuals in the Topeka area every year. It is supported by about 55
congregations of different denominations across Topeka. We are one of the
largest contributors to Doorstep! That is something to be proud of!! We are
not the largest congregation in Topeka, but we have the biggest hearts!
Their largest category of help to people and families in Topeka is in the
way of food assistance, but they do so much more. From utility assistance to
help paying for medical costs and childcare and just simply helping people
with clothing, they ease the concerns of individuals and families every day.
Of the 2,800 households that they help every year, about 2,100 of them
are living at or below the poverty level. These are the people who tend to
“fall through the cracks” of what is left of our social safety net.
There is much need in Topeka. In Matthew 25:40, we read: ‘Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did for me.’ Please prayerfully consider how you can help.
We will soon be talking about Neighbors in Need, our second opportunity
for giving to the National Headquarters. Please consider our “neighbors” as
we think about how we respond to the need that exists all around us.

Work Hard, Play Hard
White Memorial Camp is excited to extend an invitation
to their volunteer work weekend May 5, 2018. Help with
projects to prepare for the 2018 camping season! Lunch
will be provided, and all are invited to attend an
Appreciation of Awesomeness Dinner at 5:30 pm celebrating everyone that makes camp
possible. The evening will include fun, food, prizes, and story swapping. Dinner is free
with an opportunity for a small goodwill donation. Please RSVP by April 25. If you have
questions or would like to register, contact White Memorial Camp at 620-767-5165.
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First Congregational Spring Recital Series
Three Musical Events in April!
KU Student Organ Recital
April 8, 3:00 pm

Lawrence Community Handbell Choir
April 15, 3:00 pm

Silent Film Evening
April 22, 7:30 pm
FCC’s Music Director Matt Gender will entertain us
with his own improvisation of the 1924 silent film,
“The Navigator” starring Buster Keaton.

“Mother, Daughter, Sister, Friend”
Potluck Supper
Wednesday, May 9th At 5:30 p.m.

Ham, Dessert & Beverage will be provided.
Please bring a “Side Dish” to share.
There will be…
Entertainment,
Prizes
&
A Drawing for a $50 Gift Certificate
**We also need men to volunteer to serve and clean-up.**
No cooking will be involved! Sign-up in the Narthex please.

For more information, please contact Sharon Shivers
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HEIDI HAWKINSON-PENNY
Pastoral Assistant
From the PA’s Corner…
Happy Easter and Happy April! The month of March
came marching through and was gone quicker than I
wanted it to go, but I’m looking forward to April showers
bringing us some May flowers!
My seminary class is going well and is almost over.
The semester ends next month, and I am now looking
over my options for classes over the summer month. I
will most likely have to spend a week or a couple of weekends down in Tulsa on
campus for classes, so I thought I should give you a heads up that I may be out of
the area. I’m glad that Tulsa is not that terribly far from here. I have really been
enjoying learning and growing at Phillips Seminary.
“Serving God by Serving Others” All are welcome on Wednesday
evenings! Supper starts at 5:30 p.m. and programming starts at 6:30. If you are
interested in cooking for WW, let me know, we have a number of spots available in
April and you can sign up for May as well.
Welcome Wednesday was quite successful throughout the month of March.
We hosted Irish Poet Desmond Egan on March 7th, the King Lecture was on
Wednesday the 14th, a game night on the 21st, and on the 28th Pastor Tobias
rescued the Easter Bunny from the window well with the help of the youth. This
month we have Joann Bauman coming on April 18th to give a program on “Edible
and Medicinal Herbs.” This should be very educational and interesting for
those of you who love to cook, garden, or eat!
We are tentatively planning on hosting a blood drive with the American Red
Cross in June. Once I get the details worked out, I will give you more information.
I hope this Easter was a joyous one for all of you and that you are able to keep
the spirit of Easter with you always. —Heidi
Correction/Omission in the Archivist’s Report
in the 2017 Annual Report
One of the most important events in 2017 was omitted:
August 15—Heidi Hawkinson-Penny’s official service as
Pastoral Assistant began.
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UPCOMING DATES
Items for the May ECHO are due Wednesday, April 25.
ECHO mailing will be Thursday, May 3.
Our Annual Potted Geranium Sale will be held Saturday,
May 12 from 9 am-1 pm. They are $20 each.
Peace Camp 2018 will be held July 23-27 from 8 am-1 pm here at First
Congregational Church. You can download an application to attend from the
Topeka Center for Peace and Justice’s website: topekacpj.org.

Race in Topeka: Implicit Bias
Join us Saturday, April 14, 2018, 8:45—11 am
at the Brown v. Board of Education National
Historic Site (1515 SE Monroe Street,
Topeka).
This is the first of four gatherings to discuss
race in Topeka.
Series Goals:
1. Give voice to the current climate on racial equity and inclusion in Topeka.
2. Develop a shared vision for a racially inclusive Topeka.
3. Identify specific systems, institutions and structures that must be transformed to
bring us closer to our shared community vision.
4. Commit to working on at least one campaign that leads to systemic racial
transformation.

Kansas Interfaith
Action Annual Event
Wednesday, May 9
6:30 pm
First Christian Church
Topeka
Featuring Keynote Speaker Rev. Kristin Stoneking
Contact Sharon Avery if you have questions or would like information on how to
register.
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NEW KITCHEN REMODELING PROJECT—April Update
I’m excited to report that this will be my last update on the kitchen and hall,
because we are scheduled to ofCicially open the spaces on April 22nd!
The electrician hooked up the dishwasher last week. The plumber has two small
installations to make, and I have a few loose ends to Cinish up on Thursday, April 5th.
General cleaning and detail work will continue through the week of April 9-13.
I’d like to thank all of you for your support and patience with these two projects. I
look forward to seeing all of you at the opening!
Many thanks to all the people who contributed to the Kitchen remodeling campaign.
We are still accepting donations to the Kitchen project, but we want to recognize all
the folks who have donated to the campaign. I hope I have everybody on the
contributors list. If you don’t see your name below, please contact me.—Bob Kennedy
Carlene Allen
Brad & Sharon Avery
Carol Ball
Jim Bass
Gary & Teresa Bliss
Mary Bogart
Bruce & Glenda Bower Shirley Carpenter
Meredith Carr
Neil & Laura Carr
Lowell Curry
Joseph Dietl
V Kay Foster
Andrew & Kristina Fry
Cynthia Harris
Heidi & Rachel Hawkinson-Penny
Jean Herrold
Ethlyn Irwin
Bob & Marion Knight Jan Leuenberger
Homer McElroy
Jane McKinley & Eunice McKinley
Georgiana Morrill
Judy Neher
Peter & Betsy Packard Larry & Sandy Parks
Dwight & Lisa Parman Robert Parman
Shannon Rees
Betsy & Ron Rohleder
Penny Selbee
Tobias & Abigail Schlingensiepen
Gayle & Alice Vernon Larry & Sue Walters
Benjamin Zook
Audrey Power & James Power Memorials
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Orinda Avey
Paul Beck
Elke & John Boos
Alex & Jamie Carr
Phillip Carr
Roscoe & Mary Ann Earp
Terry & Paula Harbert
Hannelore Herman
Bob & Sherri Kennedy
Nicole Mathes
Connie Mills
Carroll & Ann Nelson
Ryan & Judith Pater
Ruth & Bill Pooler
Aaron & Regan Saoirse
Eric & Shawna Shutt
Craig Yorke & Mary Powell

EPIPHANY 2018
We are still looking for volunteers to help with the Epiphany 2018 pageant. Epiphany
commemorates the arrival of the “Wise Men” or Magi or Kings, depending on the tradition
you grew up with. Pastor Tobias described vividly the lowly conditions of the birth of
Jesus—a baby laying literally in an animal’s food trough. Imagine Mary and Joseph’s
amazement at the entrance of these men of power and distinction, arriving with gifts and
actually bowing down before the babe!!
The pageant we have chosen has been widely available for decades, but it gives us the
ability to adapt it for our congregation and sanctuary. HOWEVER… We need help!! Lots of
it. We started the construction of the puppets that will be the Wise Men. We have the script,
the music, everything but the people. If you have interest or skills in any of the following
areas, please let us know. We need:
Artists—We want the Wise Men to be fancy.
That includes robes and crowns (hint, hint—that takes some fabric).
Musicians—What’s a pageant without music??
Actors—Most will be kids, but we need some teens and adults.
Readers—There are lots of scriptures to be read!
If you will help, please call the church office.There is a lot to do, but this will be something
we can be proud of!
On Sunday, March 18, we welcomed the
following new members into our church—
Alice Blecha, Kylee Gragg-Hartzell, Brian Laird,
Penny Lane, Ashley Manes, and Jason Manes.

Thanks for all the positive comments about the new Name Tag system!
If you haven’t seen or used it, your Member Name Tag should now be on the
magnetic strips on the column just to the right of the hall leading to the Pastor’s
office. We are hoping everyone will find their name tags at home, in their cars, or
“wherever” and bring them back and put them on the new column. The small box used
earlier was broken, as well as being too small, and now we have room for all.
PLEASE START WEARING YOUR NAME TAGS AGAIN… There are many new
members, and it is important that we can all get to know everyone. The name tags are a
help!
A big thanks to Richard, Abby and others who gave me help and ideas for this
system...let’s use it to stay social with our friends at church, to call those that we don’t
see often, and to keep our information current.
If you don’t have a member tag, please leave your name in the office for future
orders of tags. — Betsy Rohleder
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ONLINE GIVING AND DIRECTORY AVAILABLE
THROUGH ACCESS ACS
Want the convenience of online giving to First Congregational Church? It’s now here,
and you can make a single gift, schedule recurring donations, or view your giving history
online. It's quick, easy, and secure. You can give by using your checking account, debit or
credit card (that you pay off each month!), whichever is most convenient. This safe and
flexible option is one of the easiest ways to give to First Congregational Church.
To make a contribution, simply go to the Church’s website,
www.embracethequestions.com, and click on ‘Give’. You will be directed to a page where
you can choose to make a one-time donation as a guest, or members can login or create an
account to make a gift, set up recurring donations, or view your giving history. You’ll have
an option to give to the Budget Fund or to a Special Fund. If you want to give to a Special
Fund, please include a note in the “optional description” box so that we know how to apply
your gift.
You may always make a gift as a guest, but if you want to view your giving history or a
Church directory, you must register. Further, your email address MUST be on file with the
Church in order to register. (Note: If we don’t already have your email address, please
contact the Church office so it can be added to your profile.) Be aware that recent gifting
activity will not be immediately viewable in your giving history and that it may take a few
days until our Financial Recorder posts new gifts to your record.
Registered users (members only) may also update their individual profiles and view a
church member directory. If you want to update your profile, login to Access ACS, go to
Home/My Profile and submit your changes. Changes will be reviewed by the Church office.
If you want to limit what directory information about you can be viewed by Church
members, login to Access ACS, go to Home/Account/Personal Preferences, and uncheck the
appropriate boxes (e.g. address, phone number or email address).
Want to go mobile instead? Take a look at the free Church Life app for iPhone or
Android devices. With Church Life, you’ll have a mobile directory and an option to give on
the go!
Questions about Access ACS? Call the Church office at 785.233.1786 or contact
Dwight Parman.

Volunteers needed on Sunday mornings. We would like
several individuals to take turns driving the bus on
Sunday mornings to help others who cannot drive come
to church and then take them home afterwards. Please
contact Larry Parks if you would like to be part of this
dedicated group.
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DOORSTEP SPRING FUNDRAISER

Kairos Torch is having our
27th weekend event, April 27-29, 2018
KAIROS TORCH is an interdenominational Christian prison
ministry for incarcerated youth. The weekend event is
followed by a six-month program of one-hour weekly
one-on-one mentoring.
Those who commit to praying for the youth and
volunteers during that weekend will have their name
printed on a strip of paper and made into a prayer
chain which is hung up around the prison room for all to
see. It is a very DRAMATIC way to show the support and
love that Christians provide to one another.
If interested in becoming a prayer partner, please contact Paul Beck.

Nancy’s Book Group

Cinnamon Rolls—$9 each
6 pack of frozen rolls with cream cheese icing. Bake one at
a time or all at once. Perfect for holiday meals!
Tamales (Beef or Pork)—$13 each
Receive a 6 pack of frozen Tamales. Your choice of beef or pork!
Individually wrapped and frozen. Just heat and eat. Perfect for a quick
meal!


We will be taking orders April 7-22. Money is due with order. Make checks
payable to Doorstep.



Delivery will be the weekend of May 4th.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FOOD ITEMS NEEDED TO RESTOCK DOORSTEP FOOD PANTRY: JELLY,
SPAGHETTI, CANNED FRUIT, HAMBURGER/TUNA HELPER, EGG NOODLES,
PORK & BEANS, TUNA, PEAS.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Nancy’s Book Group will meet on Monday, April 2 in the church
library to discuss Underground Railroad by Coleson
Whitehead. The novel follows the flight of two slaves from
slavery and was the winner of the 2017 Pulitzer Prize and the
2016 National Book Award. Future readings include:
♦ News of the World by Paulette Jiles (May)
♦ Idaho by Emily Ruskovich (June)
♦ Making friends Among the Taliban by Jonathan P Larson
(July)
Guests, visitors and new members are always welcome. For
more information, please contact Jean Dimmitt or Ann Nelson.
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Doorstep is in immediate need of men’s underwear and socks.

For those who are sick
or in need of prayer,
positive thoughts
and prayers are being
sent your way.
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We’re in the process of cleaning
up our database.
If you know of a member who
has not been receiving the
Echo or other mailings,
please call the church office
to update their address.
Also, let the office know if
telephone numbers,
email addresses,
or any other information
has changed.

For those celebrating
birthdays in April,
we would like to
wish you a very
Happy Birthday!

Thank you!
FCC Office: 233-1786

Facebook.com/EmbraceTheQuestions
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

APRIL

♦

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

9:00 am — Sunday School
10:30 am — Worship

CHURCH
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Rev. Tobias Schlingensiepen
Living the teachings of Jesus Christ
emphasizing kindness, tolerance,
pa ence and inclusiveness.
Phone:
785-233-1786
Email:
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Website:
EmbraceTheQues*ons.com
Facebook:
Facebook.com/
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

2

3

9 am Pastries in the Parlor
10:30 am EASTER WORSHIP

10 am Melodears
7 pm Nancy’s Book Group

10:30 am Bible Study &
Worship Prep

8

9

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4
4 pm Alzheimer’s Meeting
5:30 pm Welcome
Wednesday
6 pm OA Meeting-Library

5 ECHO Mailing
8 am Men’s Breakfast
Brewster Place
5:30 pm Handbell Choir
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

6

7

10 10:30 am Bible Study &
Worship Prep
10 am-3:30 pm Discovery
School—Keys Hall
7 pm Fibromyalgia & Chronic
Pain Meeting

11

12
8 am Men’s Breakfast
Brewster Place
5:30 pm Handbell Choir
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

13

6 pm– Midnight
Scrapbooking—Keys Hall

14
9 am—6 pm
Scrapbooking—Keys Hall
10 am Community
Garden—Library

15 9 am Adult Sunday School 16
10:30 am WORSHIP
11:30 am Special Ladies Lunch
10 am Melodears
3 pm Lawrence Community
Handbell Choir
5:00 pm CHURCH COUNCIL/
ALL MINISTRIES

17

18

20

21

10:30 am Bible Study &
Worship Prep

5:30 pm Welcome
Wednesday
6 pm OA Meeting-Library
6:30 PM Joann Bauman

19
8 am Men’s Breakfast
Brewster Place
5:30 pm Handbell Choir
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

22

23

24
10:30 am Bible Study &
Worship Prep

26
8 am Men’s Breakfast
Brewster Place
6:30 pm Chancel Choir &
Choir Potluck Party

27

10 am Melodears

25
ECHO DEADLINE (ECHO
Mailing—May 3)

9 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am WORSHIP
COMMUNION SUNDAY
3 pm KU Student Organ Recital

9 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am WORSHIP
Welcome new Members
Keys Hall Ribbon Cutting
Lunch Served
7:30 pm Silent Film Evening

10 am Melodears
2-4 PM First Monday Book
Club
6 pm First Nighters

5:30 pm Welcome
Wednesday
6 pm OA Meeting-Library

5:30 pm
Welcome Wednesday

29

30

9 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am WORSHIP
1-3 pm St Andrews Society

10 am Melodears

10 am-7 pm Discovery
City—Keys Hall or
Parking Lot

28

